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rift which has often widened into civil war. The families are
almost always in the right; they usually look first to birth-
right, and secondly to capacity, requiring a fair combination of
both; but the widow's choice is apt to be the result of some
backstairs intrigue of which the object is to gain the regency
for herself during a long minority with some favourite official
of the Mazarin or Godoy type as prime minister. One or two
families of the clan may join her, she gains over her mercenary
forees, summons her own kinsfolk (it will be remerabered that
a Xfcajput never marries into his own clan), and perhaps seizes
the capital. Then the heads of the families retire to their
own estates, muster their septs, declare the chief whom they
have chosen, and fierce struggles have ensued between the two
factions in days before the English arbitration had been
thoroughly acknowledged. John Stuart Mill, in his Subjec-
tion of Women, made the striking general assertion that when-
ever any intervals of good government are recorded in the
annals of native Indian States, it will be always found that a
woman was concerned in them. Unluckily the same might be
predicated of almost all violent paroxysms of misrule in
-India; so that upon a complete survey of experiences we begin.
to perceive that Mill's observation is only part of the wider
popular generalization as to a woman being at the bottom of
all strange or eccentric combinations of human circumstance.
In regard to the influence of women on public affairs in India,
all that the candid observer can fairly say is that, for good or
for evil, princesses with a taste for politics have usually em*
ployed amazing energy toward gaining their ends, and have
shown a remarkable aptitude for short and sharp, methods with
adversaries. In Rajputana an ambitious widow has at her
peculiar command one resource for creating political dilemmas,
that of declaring herself eteeiente immediately after the
death of hei* husband, and of demanding adjournment of the
question of a successor. But as to abide the result of this
declaration would be to give ample time for spreading a com-
plicated net of fraud and intrigue, with a long minority as the
most favourable upshot possible, the*nobles are apt to receive,
the announcement with disloyal scepticism, and sometimes to.